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48,

A software product line is a set of software-intensive systems that () a common, managed set of
features satisfying the specific needs of a particular market segment or mission and that are
developed from a common () of core assets in a prescribed way.
This definition is consistent with the definition traditionally given for any product line. But it adds
more; it puts ( Jon the way in which the systems in a software product line are developed. In contrast
to being developed separately, from scratch or in an arbitrary fashion.
How is production made more () ? Each product is formed by taking applicable components from
the base of common assets, tailoring them as necessary through preplanned variation mechanisms
such as parameterization or inheritance, adding any new components that may be necessary, and
() the collection according to the rules of a common, product-line-wide architecture. Building a
new product (system) becomes more a matter of assembly or generation than one of creation; the
predominant activity is integration rather than programming.
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